2                      AGASTYAPANDITA's BALA BHARATA

in Samskrita. Amongst the famous Five Mahakavyas known to stu-
dents of Samskrita literature KIRATARJUNJYA is one. And its
poet Bhdravi is considered to have flourished in Andhrade^a prior
to Seventh Century A.D. Till the end of the Tenth Century A.D.
no Mahdkdvya worth the name, and worthy to survive the tests of
time was composed in Andhrade^a. Of course during these cen-
turies a few works were written, that could merit a simple mention
of their names in the lists of the Kdvyas given in the text books of
history of Samskrita literature. But none of them can claim equal
status or popularity with any one of the famous five Mahakavyas.
Later on during Thirteenth Century A.D. and afterwards names of
a few Mahakavyas including Campus such as BALABHARATA,
BHARATACAMPJ7, BHAGAVATACAMW are heard more in
literary circles of Andhra. The availability of many manuscripts of
these Kavyas provide a proof for their popularity amongst peo-
ple. Even now we do not know much about the details of the lives
of poets like Agastyapandita and Anantabhatta, who have written
those works. But it is quite evident that we are attracted to their
works because of the various references to the quality of their eru-
dition and poetic talent in different later works.

Out of those works that survived the test of time and came
down to us, the BALABHARATA of Agastyapandita deserves a
special mention. Its manuscripts are available in many parts of our
country. Of course they are written in different vernacular scripts.
Kdkindda, Visdkhapatnam in Andhrade^a, Madras and Tanjore
in Tamilnddu, Mysore in Karndtaka, Trivendrum in Kerala, and
Baroda in Gujardt preserve quite a few of its manuscripts.

Who was Agastyapandita, where did he live, what was his
literary talent, how much popularity did he enjoy amongst literary
circles of his day and how far was he successful in nourshing the
culture of our nation? Are some of the questions that require a
thorough study and investigation. Hence a rational, critical study
of the BALABHARATA of Agastyapandita is undertaken.